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President’s Corner

Iota Sisters, 
Autumn is a magical time when nature bursts with bountiful harvests and vibrant colors. As the days become shorter, the evenings cooler, and the brilliantly colored leaves begin to collect on the ground, we are reminded that November brings Election Day, Veterans Day, and of course Thanksgiving Day. A good friend of mine recently told me that she goes to sleep every night counting her blessings. Let us stop of give thanks for our national freedoms and the veterans who have served their country so courageously. And I would add to that list of blessings the friendships of my Delta Kappa Gamma sisters. 
We have had great attendance at both our August and October meetings, and we certainly want to continue that trend for our future meetings. Hopefully our Saturday meetings will be more convenient so that our busy full-time teachers can attend more often. 
I have submitted our 2016-2017 Strategic Action Plan to Patsy Smith, Xi State Planning Committee Chair. Again we have set lofty goals for Iota Chapter—one of which is to again earn The Maycie Award for Chapter Excellence at the gold level. Your officers are already hard at work to earn points for this award with many more deadlines to come. Each individual member can help by attending meetings, as we earn points by having a 50% average attendance at meetings. We are exceeding that goal so far this year! 
Our upcoming meeting will be Saturday, November 12, 2016 at 10:00 A.M. in The Press Room of Food City, 300 Clinchfield Street, Kingsport, TN. Debbie Pearcy will present a program, “Travel the Easy Way,” highlighting trips across American and perhaps beyond. Mary Shortt assures us that it will be lots of fun! A member of Hostess Group 2 will present the inspiration and devotional, as well as have our tables looking festive. Don’t forget personal items to donate to Safe House. 
After the program, we will feast on a traditional Thanksgiving meal including turkey with sage dressing, rosemary roasted potatoes, mixed vegetables with citrus butter, rolls, assorted drinks and desserts. Cost is $16. Please let your hostess group chair know if you will be attending so that she can get those names to Mary Shortt by the deadline. If for any reason you should have to cancel your reservation at the last minute, please notify your hostess chair or Mary Shortt directly. Do not call Food City, as they sometimes get things confused. 
November will be a busy month for Delta Kappa Gamma as Alpha Iota Chapter will be hosting the Area I Christmas Brunch on Saturday, November 19, 2016 from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. at the historic Hale Springs Inn, 110 Main Street, Rogersville, TN. They will be offering several beautiful baskets at a silent auction to benefit the Hawkins and Hancock counties Imagination Libraries. Hopefully many of you have your reservation in and plan to attend. Meeting with other DKG sisters is always an uplifting experience! 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on November 12th. 

For aye, Jane 



1


Iota Chapter Officers 2014-2016

PRESIDENT			Jane Bowlin 
VICE-PRESIDENT		Mary Shortt
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MEMBERSHIP			Martha Ward
YEARBOOK			Linda Fontaine
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Looking forward to the November meeting--
	Our next meeting will be on Saturday, November 12, at 10:00 AM  in The Press Room of the downtown Food City.  Come and enjoy!
	Our speaker for this meeting will be Debbie Pearcy, speaking on " Travel the Easy Way."  She has a PowerPoint with several pictures from her travels across the U.S.  Debbie is a former teacher who now works for a tour company.   She is going to talk about inexpensive travel and trips that can be tweaked to fit the groups' budgets. One thing that really interested me was she said they could work up local trips for groups that fit the budget provided. She will discuss how to travel without a buddy, and how she gets partners for travel with people who have similar interests, etc. 	
	She is bringing each of us travel bags like those they give to their guests, because we are special—teachers!  Also, she will be giving books, discount coupons, and door prizes.   Feel free to bring a friend to listen to this speaker on "Travel the Easy Way."	
	Hostess Group 2 is in charge of the meeting.  Make sure you let Mary Shortt know by Monday, November 7, if you will be there so food can be reserved.
	We will be collecting personal items to deliver to the Safe House.  

Highlights of October meeting—
· Wes Morris, owner of Morris Financial Group (and son-in-law of member Martha Ward) presented the program, speaking on protecting yourself from scams and other financial pitfalls.  
· Mary Shortt presented 6 donated door prizes.
· Two prospective members, Beth Gilbert and Katie Litz, visited,
· Joy Branham displayed the awards that Iota Chapter received at the Xi State Convention—Gold for the Maycie Achievement Award, Highest Honors for Yearbook, Legislative, Website, and Communications, and Appreciation awards for Silent Auction and Visual Arts Display.
· Betty White and Joy Branham talked about their experiences with the Imagination Library booth manned solely by Iota chapter at the Appalachian Fair this August.  
· Voted to donate $50.00 to First Book-Greater Kingsport.
· Linda Fontaine distributed 2016-2017 yearbooks to members present.  
Area I Brunch at Hale Springs Inn!
	Put Saturday, November 19, on your calendar for our annual Area I Brunch!  Alpha Iota of Hawkins/Hancock Counties is hosting the brunch this year at the Hale Springs Inn in Rogersville.  The brunch is scheduled for 10:00 to noon and should be a lovely event.  Make sure to get your reservations in NOW!  The meal is $25.00.  Always good to see other DKG sisters.  See you there!
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Legislative Update—
SOCIAL SECURITY BILL
	A newly introduced bill on Social Security (H.R.1391) would gradually increase Social Security benefits about 2% which would increase retirement income about $300 per retiree. It would raise the Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) using actual cost-of-living expenses (this year there was no COLA even though the cost of living increased slightly), and cut taxes for working seniors.  The changes to Social Security would be paid for by removing the cap on Social Security taxes which would increase income for the Social Security Trust Fund due to larger amounts paid in by the extremely wealthy.


Join DKG on Facebook!--
	You're missing out if you haven't become a part of the DKG Facebook community!  There are three of those available for Iota Chapter members—the Xi State site, the Area 1 site, and the Iota site, administered by Cynthia Livesay.  These will not overwhelm your Facebook page with frivolous postings, unlike most of my Facebook friends!  However, they will keep you in the loop on important happenings at Xi State and Iota.  
	These are closed groups, which means that you cannot read or post unless you are a member.  You surely would like to see the posts to our Iota site, and the others have interesting information also.  I was particularly interested in a post made by Sherrie Collins about a Beta Pi initiative where they started a Back-to-Work Boutique for women in Union County who need workplace appropriate attire to go to job interviews.  DKG serves in many different ways within the various chapters.  Always good to see the opportunities that other chapters have addressed.
	Please consider joining all three of these groups.
Iota Chapter			https://www.facebook.com/groups/173164679376911/
Area 1			https://www.facebook.com/groups/1603357743293115/
Xi State			https://www.facebook.com/groups/121694096736/


Silent Auction Basket contribution--
	Alpha Iota is having a Silent Auction at the Area I Brunch in Rogersville, with the proceeds to benefit the Hawkins and Hancock Imagination Libraries.  As a resident of Hancock County, I know that if any group of children needs the services of Imagination Library, it's those kids.  Please come prepared to bid!
	Also, as a gesture of thanks to Alpha Iota, I think it would be nice if Iota Chapter donated a basket, too.  I'll take charge of assembling it and getting it there, if you will contribute contents.  No theme—just something that you think might entice other DKG sisters to buy!  Please bring any donations to the November meeting at Food City on November 12th.

From Personal Growth and Professional Development committee—
	East Tennessee Historical Society is offering a workshop on December 2, 2016.  The workshop is entitled “Introduction to Civics and Government."   For registration information contact Lisa Oakley at oakley@easttnhistory.org or call 1-865-215-8828.
 

Reminder from the Membership 
Committee—
	I would just like to remind everyone to fill out a card for a prospective new member for our Iota chapter. 
	I would also like to thank everyone for the kind comments about our last meeting.
	Enjoy this beautiful weather!
	--Martha Ward


I Appreciate Your Contacting Me, BUT---!!!
	I’ve had several calls lately from different DKG members, and I really need to hear from you and talk about what we need to do, but I would ask you to please make those calls before 8:00 PM!  My husband, whose health is not the best, goes to bed at 8:00, and calls at 9:00 or 10:00 disturb his already fragile sleep.  We’re not night owls here in the country!  My thanks in advance for helping me out here.
				--Joy

Success is a journey, not a destination. The doing is often more important than the outcome.       
  --Arthur Ashe
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