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      Joy Branham, Editor

President’s Corner

Greetings Ladies,


     I suppose everyone is tired of snow and anxious for some spring weather.  It sure feels good to have a warm sunny day.  We will begin our meetings again in March.  I have just a little news to share with you. 


     Debra Pelow, member of the Pi State Chapter in New York, has moved to Jonesborough.  She has contacted us and plans to attend one of our meetings.  Please introduce yourself and let her know how happy we are to see her.


     Xi State Convention is just around the corner.  We need ideas for the silent auction. Please give this some thought.

     Officers training meeting is March 29, in Knoxville.  Please let me know if you plan to attend.


     We need five pictures of our chapter involved in a special activity for the state website.  If you have any pictures, please bring them and share with us.
 
     Carol Stout, our Area I Director, will visit with us the first hour of our March meeting.  She has another commitment that morning and must leave early, so come early, meet with her, and help her feel welcome.  We look forward to and are excited to see her.


In loving thoughts,
Trish
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Speaker for March Meeting—


JoAnn Smith has been fortunate enough to secure Ron Pendergrass, the Executive Director of TRTA, as our speaker for March.  Ron is also a registered lobbyist for TRTA and is very knowledgeable about happenings on the Hill.  By our meeting date of March 8, TRTA will have had their Legislative Day (March 4) on the Hill also.  Our DKG Legislative Symposium was Feb 5, and Joan Holt and JoAnn attended.  Ron was one of the members of the panel at last year’s DKG Legislative Symposium. Please be considering possible questions to ask Ron.

Legislative Watch

From US Forum of DKG International

PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT

In essence the Paycheck Fairness Act mandates that employees with equal qualifications and experience should be paid the same whether male or female. Similar pieces of legislation have been introduced in Congress for over a decade.  In this session the bill numbers are H.R. 377 and S. 84.  An indication of the group pushing this legislation is that the House bill was introduced by Representative Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) and the Senate bill was introduced by Senator Barbara Mikulshi (D-MD).  The House bill has 207 cosponsors all Democrats; while the Senate bill has 50 cosponsors. With the exception of Bernie Sanders who is an independent, all Senate cosponsors are Democrats also.  This should not be a party issue.  

To see whether your Representative is a cosponsor on this bill go to http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/377 and click on the 207 in blue cosponsors.
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To see whether your Senator is a cosponsor of the Senate bill go to http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/84 and click on the 50 in blue cosponsors

Both bills are currently in committee or subcommittee.

STEM EDUCATION LEGISLATION

STEM (Science Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) education seems to be a popular subject in this session of Congress.  Currently there are 2,029 bills which address STEM education in some way.  
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OFFICIAL 2014 FLAG FLYING DAYS

January 1 — New Year’s Day

January 20 — Martin Luther

      King, Jr. Day

February 12 — Abraham Lincoln’s birthday

February 17 —President’s Day (3rd Monday in

      February)

February 22 – George Washington’s birthday

May 8 — VE Day

May 11 — Mother’s Day (2nd Sunday in May)

May 15 – Peace Officers Memorial Day (half staff

May 17 — Armed Forces Day (3rd Saturday in

      May)

May 26 — Memorial Day (last Monday in May)

      (half staff until noon)

June 14 — Flag Day

June 15 — Father’s Day (3rd Sunday in June)

July 4 — Independence Day

July 27 – National Korean War Veterans

      Armistice Day (half staff)

September 1 — Labor Day (1st Monday in

      September)

September 11 — Patriot Day & National Day

      of Remembrance (half staff)

September 17 -- POW/MIA Recognition Day

October 13 — Christopher Columbus Day (2nd
      Monday in October)

October 27 – Navy Day

November 11 — Veterans Day

November 27 — Thanksgiving Day (4th
      Thursday in November)

December 7 — Pearl Harbor Day (half staff)

December 25 — Christmas Day

