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President’s Corner

Hello Ladies,


     It was wonderful to have our Area I Director, Carol Stout, at our March meeting.  Thank you, Carol, for attending.  We appreciate you so much.

    We also enjoyed meeting Debra Pelow, a prospective member who found us on our website.  Debra, we hope you will return for future meetings.  Thank you, Brenda Moriarty, for keeping our website updated.

     Please make plans to attend our Saturday, April 12, meeting.  Wendy Welch and Jack Beck, performers of traditional Scottish music, will present our program.  Wendy is also the author of The Little Bookstore of Big Stone Gap.  We would like to have a big turnout to welcome Jack and Wendy.  They will bring their books and CDs to sell.  I am sure we will have a "rip roaring" good time.  Be sure to let your hostess chairperson know that you are coming.  Thank you, Martha Rhoton, for arranging this program for us.

     It is time to make plans to attend the Xi State Convention in June.  Let me know if you plan on going.  Don't forget to bring chocolate for our chocolate basket to auction at the convention.

     Thank you so much for allowing me to be your president and for being so willing to work with me.  I appreciate all of you so much.  You are a wonderful group of women.

Blessings and peace,
Trish                                                                                                                             
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April Meeting!


We’ll be looking for you at the April 12th meeting at 10:30 at Litz Manor Baptist Church!  This is a catered brunch, so 

come with an appetite!  Also, please bring something in the way of a packaged chocolate to add to our auction basket for the Xi State Convention.  We know that will sell!  Come enjoy our last meeting for 2013-2014.

Highlights of March meeting—

· Installation of officers for the next biennium.

· Legislative program by Ron Pendergrass, Executive Director of Tennessee Retired Teachers Association and a registered lobbyist for TRTA.

· Visitors, Area I Director Carol Stout and prospective new member Debra Pelow.

· Voted to assemble a chocolate-themed basket for the Xi State Silent Auction.  Please bring something to add!

Legislative Watch

From US Forum of DKG International

A CRITICAL MEDICARE ISSUE

Question: What is the difference between simply being “admitted” to a hospital and “admitted for observation”? Answer: Possibly thousands of dollars!

“Admitted for observation” is not covered by Medicare Part A because this is not considered a traditional hospital admission. If, as a result of this classification, a patient requires rehabilitation, not only is the hospital stay not reimbursable, but any rehabilitation costs are not covered by Medicare either.  Also, medication prescribed while in the hospital when “admitted for observation” is not covered by Medicare Part D (prescription drug coverage).  Finally, if the patient “admitted for observation” is subsequently admitted to a nursing home, the cost of the nursing home care may not be covered or reimbursed; because the person was not considered to have been admitted to the hospital.

If you or a loved one is admitted to a hospital, the status “admitted” or “admitted for observation” is determined by the admitting doctor when the patient enters the hospital.  Failure to get this clarified IMMEDIATELY during the admission process can be extremely expensive. Even if the status is changed from “admitted for observation” to “admitted” after the patient enters the hospital, there can be dire financial problems. 

For more information on this subject go to http://www.medicareadvocacy.org/ which is the site of The Center for Medicare Advocacy, Inc. and/or http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2013/May/03/lawsuit-challenges-observation-rules-in-Medicare.aspx. The Center for Medicare Advocacy can be reached by telephone at (860) 456-7790. A New York Times blog estimates that “the number of seniors entering the hospital for observation increased 69 percent over five years, to 1.6 million in 2011.”

 Wendy Welch and Jack Beck, Booksellers and Free Spirits!


I met Wendy and Jack when she was an urban park ranger at the Southwest Virginia Museum in Big Stone Gap, pre-bookstore.  My brother and his family and I went for an “open mike” night there and Wendy sent us to sit with Jack so he wouldn’t feel lonesome!  Since then we’ve delighted in their store, Wendy’s book, and Jack’s Celtic Clanjamphry program on WETS-FM.  I personally don’t know anybody else that I can compare them to—they are unique.  


Find out a little more about them on their websites and Wendy’s blog:

http://wendywelchbigstonegap.wordpress.com/
www.scottishsongandstory.co.uk
www.clanjamphry.com
You really don’t want to miss them at our April meeting.  See you there!






Joy
