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Dear Iota sisters,
 


Let's all think "early spring"   The groundhog confirmed it so I'm going with that!!  I'm so over being COLD!  

 


JoAnn Smith and I attended the Legislative Symposium and and there was certainly an Arctic breeze on the hill.  We made our rounds visiting legislators and Senators speaking on behalf of teacher issues and retirement concerns.  We will have information to share at the meeting.  It was also a special time of  fellowship with our XI State sisters across the state.
 


We have notification that it is Iota's turn along with a chapter in Nashville to host the Presidents Banquet at XI State Convention in June.  I sent an e-mail earlier concerning the decorations of tables and favors that we will be doing.  Please tap into your creative juices and come with ideas for implementing these requests. 

 


I'm happy to report that all required reports to date have been sent in to the state.  Betty White is making some good progress in setting up a web page for Iota chapter.  We could use some computer savvy volunteers to get this up and running.  Please let her know how you can help.

 


Our meeting is March 9, Saturday, at 10:30 at Litz Manor Church.  Hostess group #5 is responsible for decor and planning a great menu.  Martha Rhoton has invited Gracious Designs to have our program on Room to Room Make Over getting us ready for a new spring look.

 


I look forward to seeing each one of you.

 

Blessings,

Joan
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Welcome in Spring at our 
    March 9th  meeting, Saturday at 
    10:30 at Litz  Manor!  



 Remember, if you haven’t 
    returned your quilt block, I

 
    REALLY, REALLY need it!


    Looking forward to

 
 

seeing you.  Bring a 


   friend!

Highlights of December meeting—
· Christmas party at Madagascar Coffee Company with Hostess Group 3 in charge.

· Musical entertainment by Tracy and Steve Edwards.

· Rosemary Smith reported on the Area I meeting in Mountain City, which had a large attendance by Iota members—the theme was Appalachian culture and the beautiful country club was decorated with quilts from DKG members.

· Amanda Cox was accepted as a new Iota member.

· JoAnn Smith was recognized as a Xi State Vision member who donated $1000.00 to the Vision Foundation.

Legislative Watch


From US Forum of DKG International

LOOKING BACK TO THE LAST CONGRESS
Very few bills were passed in the last session of Congress.  The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) was allowed to lapse without being reauthorized. The Paycheck Fairness Act did not pass nor did the Safe Schools Improvement Act.  All three of these issues will almost certainly be reintroduced and addressed in the 113th session of Congress.
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO THE NEW CONGRESS
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Both the Paycheck Fairness Act (H.R.377, S.84) and the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act (H.R.11, S.5, S.47) have already been introduced in this session of Congress.  There will be new legislation dealing with guns particularly in schools. Although individual states can pass legislation related to guns it is likely that some sort of federal legislation will be passed – eventually.  State laws can be more restrictive but may not weaken federal law.  To date the two bills which have been introduced are the Sandy Hook Elementary School Violence Reduction Act (S.2) and a bill to regulate assault weapons which was introduced by Senator Dianne Feinstein (S.150).  

 
OTHER ISSUES OF CONCERN
Two issues which deserve our attention are rape in the military to be covered in the next issue and human trafficking.  Human trafficking may involve both U.S. citizens and immigrants who are controlled by unscrupulous individuals.  Although we often think of human trafficking as involving the illegal sex trade there are other activities involved such as yard workers, cleaning services, massage parlors, and hair and nail salons to name a few.  It is estimated that over 100,000 U.S. children are drawn into the sex trade after being abducted.

 
WHAT WE OWE TO GEORGE WASHINGTON
Have you ever contemplated what this country would be like if George Washington had acceded to the wishes of Congress and continued as president after two terms?  Most presidents would like to maintain power, and we might have a government like many others in the western hemisphere.  I believe much of the political stability in the USA traces back directly to George Washington.

 
Advice for “Beautiful Woman Month”


For attractive lips, speak words of kindness. For lovely eyes, seek out the good in people. For a slim figure, share your food with the hungry. For beautiful hair, let a child run his/her fingers through it once a day. For poise, walk with the knowledge that you never walk alone. 


People, even more than things, have to be restored, renewed, revived, reclaimed, and redeemed; never throw out anyone. 
Remember, if you ever need a helping hand,  you will find one at the end of each of your arms. As you grow older, you will discover that you have two hands; one for helping yourself, and the other for helping others.  

    --Audrey Hepburn
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